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dux theWages of Sin is Death — 


| H E receiving the Gentiles and pardoning their 
| 4 | | Sins, was a Signal Inſtance of the great Mercy 
=. of God ; and the greater their Sins were, ſo 
much greater was the Mercy of God in forgiving them. 
A This. was the Doctrine preach'd up by St. Paul, to en- 
| courage the Heathen World, even the moſt profligate 
and looſeſt parts of it, to come in and comply with the 
Goſpel, and accept that Mercy and Pardon which was 
freely tender d ro them. But it ſeems the very end and 
_ of this Doctrine was abus'd ; for it was ſlande- 
rouſly reported by ſome, as tlio the Apoſtle did affirm E 
it lawful for Men to do Evil that Good may come; i. e. 
that they might commit all manner of Wickedneſs |. 
under the Goſpel Diſpenſation, to illuſtrate the - 
neſs and mercy of God in their free Pardon; and that 
the more Evil they were guilty of, ſo much the more 
would God's Glory be manifeſted in their forgiveneſs. 
This was an Accuſation ſo vile and malignant; and 
an Error which fo directly ſtruck at the whole deſign 
df the Goſpel, that St. Paul ſets himſelf induſtrioully 
to remove it : bat (ſays he, in the firſt Verſe of this 
Chapter) ſuall ne ſay than? Shall we continue in Sin that 
Grace may abound ? i. e. becauſe God has declar'd his 
great Mercy in pardoning our Sins, ſhall this induce K is. 
us to perſiſt in them, that his Grace may abound in our ir ey 
forgiveneſs? God forbid: And to demonſtrate how ir- co ſig 
© _ reconcileable ſuch a Suggeſtion is to the deſign of the} What 
, Goſpel, and to the Nature of the thing it felf, he offers] Nhe . 
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The firſt is drawn Roa the Obligations of our Bap- 
tiſmal Covenant. For know ye not, ( ſays he in the 
third Verſe) that ſo many of us as were Baptized into Je- 
us Chriſt, were Bapiized into bus Death? Therefore we are 
buried with him by Baptiſm into Death; that like as Chriſt 
was raiſed up from the Dead by the Glory of the Father, ever 


ſo we alſo ſbauld walk in newneſs of Life. The import of 


which Paſſage ſeems to be this; that every Chriſtian 
does or ought to know what is ſignified by Baptiſm; 
that the Immerſion deaores the Death and Burial of 
Chriſt, and that the Perfon haptiz d undertakes to die 
to all his former Sins; and his Emerſion auſwers 
Chriſt's Reſurrection out of the Grave, and declares 
his riſing to newneſs of Lite. Now, does not every Bapti- 
zed Perſon acknowledge cither by himſelf or his Sure- 


ties, that he is admitted into the Church of Chriſt on- 


ly upon theſe Terms? Does not every Chriſtian Vowar 
the Font, that he will renounce the Devil, the World 


and the Fleſh? Docs he not declare himſelf an open 
Enemy to Sin, and ſolemnly liſt himſelf in the Service 


of God? Now St, Paul argues with great ſtrength and. 


clearneſs from this Topick, char the Chriſtian Religi- 
on does not countenance its Profeſſors in + 4 upon any 


account whatſoever. | 
To this the Apoſtle adds another Argument, drawn 


from the Relation between Maſter and Servant, ver. 16. 
Know ye not, that to whom ye yield your ſelves Ser vants to 
obey, his Servants ye are to whom ye obey, whether of Sin 
unto Death, or of Obedience unto Righteouſneſs? As if he 


had ſaid, it is obvious, that he who delivers himſelf 


upto any Man, as his Servant or Slave, is to be ac- 
counted as ſuch, and to receive Wages from him; ſo 
it is, (fays the Apoſtle) in the Cate before us; if ye 
give your ſelves up to any Sin, to ſerve it, ye are Slaves 
to ſin, and muſt expect the Wages of that Service: 
What that is, he tells them in the Words of my Text, 
The Wages of Sin a Death, This appears tobe the occa- 

he fn of theſe Words, and the Relation they bear to 
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the Context. I ſhall ſpeak to them in this following 
Method. 


I. Explain the Terms usd in my Text. 
II. Shew the Doctrine contain'd in them. 
III. Anſwer the Objections againſt it: And, 
Laſtly, Make ſome Application. 


I. I am to explain the Terms usd in my Text. St. 
Paul tells us, the Vages of Sin is Death: And there's a 
neceſſity for ſtating the true Senſe of theſe Words; for 
if they are not rightly diſtinguiſh'd, we can't form an 
adcquate notion of the Nature and Juſtice of this threat; 
for it may be ask d why Death ſhould be called the Va- 
ges of Sin? Whereas Wages plainly ſuppoſes and im- 
lies a mutual Contract between Maſter and Servant. 
ow the Sinner makes no voluntary Contract, he a- 
grees not to ſuffer Death as the Wages of his Sins, there- 


tore knows not why it ſhould be inflicted on him under] 


the Notion of Wages; beſides, it is not here determi- 
ned what ſort of Death is threatned, nor what Sins they 


are which expoſe a Man to his death; fo that to clear 


our way we mult explain what is meant by Wages, Sin 
and Death. | . 

Fir, The Word Wages in the Original T& 64&'vic, 
is applyed to expreſs the Pay of the Reman Soldiers; 
and here the Apoſtle makes uſe of the ſame Word to 
_ denote the Wages (as our Tranſlation renders it) of Sin, 
No tho this word (in common uſe) implies a mutu- 
al. Agreement between Maſter and Servant, yet it may 
be as properly apply'd to ſignifie the Wages paid, 
tho there be no precedent Contract and Agreement; 
for God is our Natural Lord and Soveraign, and he 
has a Right to demand our Service and Obedience up- 
on what Terms he pleafes : He need not call in his Crea- 
- tures to give their Conſent, and to inſiſt upon Conditi- 
ons, but whatever he thinks fit to require, we are in 

Duty adlig d to'obey ; but he has becn pleas to conr 
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deſcend to Humane weakneſs, and, (like a wiſe Law: 
giver) to enforce his Laws, by Promiſes of Eternal 
Life to the Obſervers of them, and Threats of Eternal 
Puniſhment to thoſe who neglect and violate them; 
and tho' we don't actually conſent our ſelves to theſe 
Conditions, tho? we don't agree to undergo Death, if 
we {in and difobey ; yet we are ſtil] as liable to ir, and 
it is as much our deſerved Wages, as if we actually had 


Þ contracted with God, to undergo this Puniſhment for 
our defects. So that death is now become properly the 


Wages or the Stipend of ſin, ſince the Sovereign Creator of 
all things has made it ſo, and fix'd it (by his indiſpu- 
table Will and Authority) as the Penalty for Tranſ⸗ 
greſſion. | | 
Secondly, Let us enquire what Sin is, which is ſaid to 
have Death for its Wages ; and that is defin'd to be the 
Tranſgrefſion of the Law. Now to Profeſſors of Chri- 
ſtianity there are but rwo great Laws, that which Na- 
ture, and that which Revelation makes known to us; 
i. e. the two Tables of the Decalogue, and thoſe im- 
provements which our Saviour has left upon Record, 
vix. all the Precepts and Injunctions of the Goſpel. 
Now a Tranſgreſſion of any of theſe known Laws, is 
what we call a Sin: But yet every Breach of the Law, 
js not ſuch a Sin as the Apoſtle intends; for the Sin here 
ſpoke of, is ſuch, which makes us liable unto Death, 
but that every Sin docs not; for a Man may be Ignorant 
of ſome defects; through inadverten he might be 
guilty of others; and therefore he may break the Law, 
and not know or conſider it; and if this be not done 
wilfully, there's no Accuſation lies againſt him. But 
the Sins here intended are ſuch, which before we do 
them,are known to be Violations of God's Laws; and 
yet notwithſtanding the Senſe and Convictions of our 
own Minds, with the full bent of our V Vills, we frec- 
ly chooſe and embrace them; ſuch Sins as theſe are 
damnable in their own Nature; they debaſe and ſenſu- 
alize all the Faculties of 1 Mind, and Naturally . 


eſtrange 
4 3 eſtrange 


e tſtrange the Soul from God; ſothat without particular that! 
Repentance, and a Recovery of our ſelves from this [thing 
State, will neceſſarily bring Death upon the Soul. It Iſerabl 
is not therefore every Trauſgreſſion of the Law, which * 
is here meant by Sin; it is not ſuch an one, which is Ithe M 
causd by unavoidable Ignorance or Inadvertancy; but I plain 
ſuch which are acted Conſiderately, againſt know- I the 
ledge, and with the full bent ot the Will, theſe are] II. 
the Sins which have Death for their Wages, if not] taine: 
truly repented of: Which brings me is Des 
 Thirdy, To enquire into the meaning of the word I ackne 
- Death, which is the Puniſhment threatned as the Wa- | Tem 
ges of Sin. | Natu 
Now Death may be taken either for a Separation I Very 
of Soul and Body, which is a Corporcal Death, or a | the C 
Separation of the Soul from God, which is properly Soul! 
2 Spiritual Death. The firſt can be only in this world ; | and c 
but the latter may be both in this and a future ſtate : I is as 
for a Man may he utterly dead ro God, whilſt alive in | fight 
this world; his Soul and al! the Faculties of it may be | that 
Lifeleſs, and without Motion-or Deſire towards God. || perh: 
All Action within, that is Spiritual and Divine may || of M 
ceaſe, and the Mind be as dead, in a ſpiritual Senſe, | genui 
whilſt in this world, as the Body is, when lying in the Text 
Grave. And as it is dead by being ſeparated from God in OF 
here; ſois it in the other world, by being there bani- Gift 
ſhed from him eternally ; and therefore the final Sen- very 
tence to be paſſed upon all wicked Souls, is, Depart ſhou! 
from me ye Curſed into everlaſting Fire, which is called the | God. 
ſecond Death. In all-rhefe ſenſes the Scriptures uſe the with 
word Death; and in all of them, Sin may be proper- || duce 
y ſaid to bring Death; for ic firſt of all, introduced to tl 
- a temporal Death, that ſeparation of Soul from Bo- Ami 
dy, which all of us muſt undergo; becauſe having all God 
ſinned, we muſt all die. It alſo brings a ſpiritnal death and 
upon the Soul, which ſeparates it from God here; and the! 
it ſo defiles our Natures, that it neceſſarily baniſh- || thin 
es us eternally from the Preſence of God hereafter. So Cann 
| {Pa SO x ol IG that 
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that Death Temporal, and Death Spiritual, every 
thing that is dark and gloomy, every ching that is mi- 
ſcrable, and ſerves to rack and torment the Soul or 
Body, either in this, or a future State, is the Stipend, 
the Wages, or the Reward of Sin. So much for ex- 
plaining the Terms uſed in my Text; I proceed to 


the 
II. Second Thing, which is to ſhew the Doctrine con- 
tained in em. I he Apoſtle ſays, that the Mages of Sin 
is Death; and I take it for granted, every Man will 
ord acknowledge, that che Miſeries of this Life, and even 
Va- | Temporal Death it ſelf, are owing to our Sins. The 
Natural Dependance that one has upon the other, is fo 
ion very evident, that no Man can queſtion, but that one is 
Ir a | the Cauſe of the other; and that Sin alſo alienates the 
Soul fromGod, even in this World, and renders it ſtupid 
and dead, as to the main Concerns of a Spiritual Life, 
ite: is as obſervable to any Man, who has but the leaſt In- 
jn | fight into the Natures and Relations of Things; But 
be || that Death Eternal ſhould be the Wages of Sin, is not 
perhaps ſo eaſily reconcileable to the common Notions 
of Mankind; and yet this ſeems to be the proper and 
enuine Senſe of the Word Death, as it is usd in my 
ext; for Death is here threatned as the Mages of Sin, 
od in oppoſition to Eternal Life, which is promis d as the 
Gift of God thro Feſus Chriſt. our Lord It ſeems therefore 


ni- 
-n- | very probable, that Death, which is the Wages of Sin, 
art || ſhould be Eternal, as well as Life, which is the Gift of 


he | God. I muſt confeſs, this Doctrine has been handled © 
with ſuch Niceneſs and ſeeming Diffidence, as to in- 
| duce thoſe, who have but too great Reaſon to wiſh well 
ed || to the Cauſe of Sin, to Hope for better Things, and 

a milder Retribution. When Men are told, that tho” 
11 | God has threatned Eternal Puniſhment againſt Sin; 
th | and we ought to believe it, to deter us from it: Yet 
id the Divine Mercy is Infinite; and tho we have no- 
1- | thing to depend upon but his Reveal'd Will, yer we 
o || cannot determine the Effects of his boundleſs Mercy; 
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even ſuch a Caution as this, is Handle enough for 


and gives but roo much Encouragement for a 


Sinners 
| Whereas the Truth deliverd in 


groundleſs Hope: 


- my Text, is Poſitive; and I believe will appear re- 


concileable to all the Attributes of God, even his 
Mercy and Juſtice ; and conſequently, leave no Room 


ta expect a 
ot Eternal Death, we muſt ſuppoſe one of theſe Two 

5 T hings; cither 1 

Fir, That God muſt alter the whole Nature and 


Temper of Man, and make him ſomething elſe, than] 


hat at preſent we have juſt Reaſon to believe he'll be, 
in another State; or 

Secondly, He muſt wholly annihilate and deſtroy his 

. Being, that ſo he may not be capable of ſuffering an 

endleſs Death. 

I know the Word Eternal is often usd in Scripture, 

to expreſs only a limited Duration; yet I ſay in the 

firſt Place; If Eternal Death, in the utmoſt Extent of 


that Word, be not here threatned as the Wages of Sin, 


we muſt then ſuppoſe, that God will alter the whole} « 
Nature and Temper of Man, and make him ſome-| 


thing elſe, than what at preſent we have juſt Reaſon 
to believe he'll be, in another State; for it lies open to 
every Man's Obſervation, that Habits, let them be 
Vertuous or Vicious, naturally warp and bend the Soul 
that way, and fix a determinate Diſpoſition and Tem- 
Per in the Man, Frequent repeated Acts of Sin ren- 
der the Mind ſenſual, and all its Affe ions and De- 
ſires Carnal and Worldly; there is no Love for God. 
no Zeal and true Devotion, but ſenſible Dulneſs, Back- 
wardneſs and Averſion in the Mind of ſuch a Man, to 
any thing that is Spiritual and Divine. Whereas to 
Pleaſure or Profit, no Man is more inclin'd; he's active 
in the Purſuit of Honour and Applauſe, and flies to 
the Gratificatiqhs of his Senſual Appetites, with all 
the Eagerneſs and Heat of Fancy and Imagination. 
Now what can be the Cauſe of this great W 2 
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itigation; for if the Wages of Sin be] 
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een 
What makes the ſame Man fo cold at the Proſpect of 


one Object, and fo inflam'd with Deſire at the Sight 
of the other? What makes him ſo indifferent in the 
Service of his God, and paſſionate and eager in the 


is Purſuir of his Intereſts or his Luſts? But that the Bent 
and Temper of the Man's Soul, is Senſual and Carnal, 
a perfect Contradiction to Purity and Spiritual Good: 


Now when this is become the fix d Temper of the 
Soul; when the great commanding Maſter- Springs of 
the Mind, the Paſſions and AﬀeCtions ſtand conſtant- 


ly bent this way, and the Man goes off this Stage, into 


another Scene of Things; and his Soul in the other 
World, has all theſe ſenſual Habits ascloſely rivited in 
it, as its own Nature; then let it be conſider'd, how 
and after what manner ſhall a Change be wrought in 
it 2 And that there mult be a Change in ſuch a Soul 
before it can be Happy in the Enjoyment of God, I 
think, cannot be diſputed ; ſince if this Temper be a 
contradiction to the Love of God here, the ſame muſt © 
neceſſarily be ſo in another World. Let us therefore 


| enquire how this vicious bent of the Soul can be chang'd 


in another State; Death it ſelf can never do it, for 


that is not a Change of the Moral State of the Soul 


but only a bare diſ- union or ſeparation of Soul an 
Body; and therefore, if ever, it muſt be after Death. 
Now after Death, we are to conſider only the Nature 
of the Soul; but if God acts arbitrarily, and not ac- 
cording to the fix'd Natures of Things, we can have 
no certain Knowledge either of God, or our own fu- 
ture State; we muſt therefore ſuppoſe, that Divine 
Wiſdom acts in the other World, as he certainly does 
in this, agrecable to the Natures of the Things he is 
to work upon: Whereas a late learned Author, (for 
what End I cannot ſee, but to unhinge and diſquiet the 
Minds of Men) affirms the Soul to be Naturally Mor- 
tal; but by the miraculous Power of God, is made 
Immortal, to render it capable of Eternal Rewards 
or Punithment, So that God is at the expence of a 
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Miracle upon every individual Soul (for nothing leſs 
can make a Being naturally Mortal, Immortal,) before 
it can be_Eternally Happy, or Miſerable. Now if 
God never varics from the Eſtabliſn'd Laws of Na- 
ture, hut upon neceſſary and extraordinary Occaſions, 
 Cwhich has always been allow'd for an indiſputable 
Principle) then to ſuppoſe the fix*'d Laws of Nature fo 
defective, as to ſtand in need of a Miracle to change 
every Man's particular Nature from Mortal toImmor- 
tal, ſeems to caſt an unavoidable * upon the 
Attributes of God. This Doctrine, however pretend- 
- ed to receive Countenance from ſome Fathers, and 
by forcd Interpretations, charg'd even upon the ſacred 

' Scriptures themſelves, is yet ſo pregnant of monſtrous 
and dangerous Conſequences, which break in upon 
the Principles of Reaſon, which ſhock Natural Reli- 


gion, and indeed the whole Deſign of the Goſpel Oeco- 


nomy, that I can't ſee how it can be admitted. Wa- 
ving this Controverſie, we muſt take it for granted, 
that the Soul is Naturally Immortal, becauſe it is the 
Foundation of all Chriſtians Hopes, and the very Ba- 
ſis of our Religion. Now if the Soul be Immortal, 
ho can there be any change in irs Natural or Moral 
State? Since to change is to be ſomething it was not be- 


fore; whereas Unchangeable and Immortal are con- 


vertible Terms, Wordsof the ſame ſignification. In- 
deed the Church of Rome has found out a Method of 
rging Souls of leſſer Sins and Corruptions by Fire; 

| Far even among them, there are mortal Ones; ſuch, 
that are of ſo deep a, Dye, and ſo cloſely revited in 
Mens Natures, that no purgation can ever cleanſe em. 

So that if the next State be an Unchangeable one, 
and Men of vicious ſenſual Tempers, cannot have 
their Souls new moulded there; and without this, it's 
impoſſible ever to ſee God ; then it follows, that this 
Death here threatned as the Wages of Sin, muſt be 
Eternal; or if it be not, God muſt alter the whole 
Nature and Temper of Man, and make him ſome- 
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thing elſe than what we have at preſent juſt Grounds, 
both from Reaſon and Revelation, to believe hell be 
in another State. For we have now no reaſon to think 
any ſuch thing; God has no where told us, that he 
will change the Tempers of Men from Vicious to Ver- 
tuous in the next World ; nay, on the contrary, he 
has declar'd to us, that This isthe only time to Work, 
and that this preſeat World, is the only State to pre- 
are our ſelves for another. Whereas, if God might 
be ſupposd to change our Souls in another Life, there 
would be no need of ſo much Watchfulneſs here, no 
need of being exhorted to work out our Salvation with 
Fear and Trembling. In ſhort, there then had been 
no neceſſity for a Saviour, and the Revelation of a 
New Covenant to Mankind: So that we have no juſt 
Grounds to believe that God will change our Tempers 
in another World; and if he does not, as our Souls 
are Immortal and Eternal, ſo muſt their Tempers be; 
and if theſe are vicious and in direct oppoſition to all 
Spiritual Enjoyments, they muſt be tormented with 
endleſs Miſery (i e.) This Death here threatned as the 
Wages of Sin, muſt be Eternal; which if it be not, 
we mult in the Rs 5 4 
24 Place, Suppoſe that God will wholly Annihilate 
and deſtroy the Being of ſuch a Soul, that it may not 
be capable of undergoing an endleſs Death. The Sa- 
, cred Scriptures do indeed repreſent wicked Men, as Per- 
ſons who ſhall Periſh or be Deſtroy'd ; and our Bleſſed 
Saviour himſelf ſays, Fear not them who kill the Body, 
but are not able to kill the Soul, but rather fear him who is 
able to deſtroy both Body and Soul in Hell. Now let it be 
allow'd, that by Deſtroy, is here meant Annihilate, or 
the depriving em of Being and all Senſe of Torment; 
yet it does not follow, that becauſe God is able to de- 
ſtroy both Body and Soul, that therefore he Will. - 
There are many things that God can do, which we 
cannot argue for that Reaſon, he will do. Suppoſing 
therefore the true Senſe of the Words were as —_— 
iin FN rk | $448 en 
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Men would have it; yet it is but a weak Foundation 
for auy Man to build a Belief upon, that God will de- 
ſtroy his Being in another State. But on the other 
Hand, theſe Terms of Death, Deſtruction, and the 
like, are usd in a very different Senſe throughout the 
whole Bible; (viz) to repreſent the Sinner's miſerable 
Condition in being ſeparated from God, and rejected 
by him, who is the true Life and Happineſs of the 
| And were it not fo, all God's diſmal 
'T mo piloſt Sin would ſignifie nothing; and that 
terrible efidleſs Fire prepar'd for Sinners (which the 
Holy Ghoſt labours as it were to repreſent with all the 
Circumſtances of Horrour) wou'd be only like Bug- 


bears, to frighten 0 : And indeed the Scriptures do 


expreſs the endleſs Mration of this Fire (as it were on 
1 75 to obviate the dangerous Miſconſtructions) 
with ſuch great variety of Terms, that we could not 
queſtion the true meaning and intent of em, were we 
not prejudiced and blinded by the deceitfulneſs of Sin. 
It is called by one Evangeliſt, Unquenchable; by ano- 
ther, Everlaſting Fire; and again, The Fire that ſhall 
wever be quenche d, the Worm that dieth not; and the Smoke 
of their Torment is ſaid to aſcend up for ever and 
ever. Now what can be more plain, what more ex- 
preſſive than theſe Terms? And if there be ſuch an 
endleſs Fire prepar'd, it cannor be for nothing ; which 
it would be, if tlie Souls of wicked Men were utterly 
deſtroy'd and depriv'd of Being We mult therefore 
_ conclude (as the Scriptures frequently aſſure us) that 
this Fire was prepared for wicked ſenſual Souls, and 
that this muſt be their Portion for ever. So that we 
have no Reaſon to believe, that by Death here threat- 
ned, is only meant Annihilation, but that the Wages 
- © of Sin, is Eternal Death, an endleſs Separation from 
- God, the Life and Happineſs of the Soul of Man. I 
come no to tlie wb | Eq % © 
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3d. Particular, which is to anſwer ſome Object ions 
againſt this Doctrine: And they are drawn from thę 
Juſtice and Goodneſs of God. 

Firſt, It is urg d, that its contrary to the Juſtice of 
God, to puniſh Sin with Eternal Death. Men are bur 
finite Creatures, and the Sins they commit, can take 
up only a ſhort Life; but now to puniſk ſuch tranſi- 
ent, finite, ſinful Actions, with endleſs Death, ſcems 
contrary to the Nature of Juftice, which proportions 


the Puniſhment to the Offence. But in Anſwer tothis, 


let us conſider God, under the Notion this Cafe direQs 


us to, (i. e.) as a Sovereign, giving Laws to his Crea- 
tures, which we muſt ſuppoſe, at the ſame time, he 
deſigns ſhould be obſerv'd ; and in order thereto, he 
annexes Rewards and Penalties -"Now ſince the End 
and Deſigu of theſe Penalties threatned, is to ſecure 
the Obſervation of his Laws; Juſtice is no ways con- 
cern'd in proportioning them to the Offence, bur the 
Wiſdom of the Law-giver, makes em greater or leſs, 


as he thinks they will be effectual to ſecure Obedience 


to his Laws. When the Laws of a civil Socicty threaten 
Death to a Robber on the High-way, it is nat-ſupposd 
that in ſtrict Juſtice, the taking away a Man's Money 
deſerves Death; yet the Law- giver thinks fit to threa- 
ten and inflict Death, to deter Men from this Crime. 
I fay, Juſtice is not here concern'd, but the Wiſdom, 
of the Law-giver. to find out the moſt effectual Penal- 
iy, to deter Men from the breach of the Law. The 
aſe is the ſame before us; for here, it is not the Ju- 
ſtice, but the Wiſdom of God which is concern d; 
and therefore, as he has propog'd the greateſt Rewards, 
to encourage Obedience to his Laws, (vix.) Eternal 
Life; ſo , | 
againſt the breakers of them, (viz.) Eternal Death; 
the end of which is to keep Men from violating his 
Laws, and to ſecure their Obedience to 'em. The Ju- 
ſtice of God therefore, not being concern'd in this Caſe, 
; | 45 | ir 


as he threatned the greateſt Puniſhment 
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it is no Reflection upon this Divine Attribute, to pus 


niſh finite Sins, with Eternal Death. Nor, 
24h, Is it contrary to his goodneſs: For it is a very 
reat miſtake, to think Eternal Puniſhments any Re- 
flection upon Infinite Mercy and Goodneſs ſince it's 
quite the contrary ; its one of the greateſt Proofs, and 
à a clear demonſtration of ir. Is it not an Act of the 
greateſt goodneſs in God, to do all he can, conſiſtent 
with their Natures, to ſecure the Intereſt and ſalvati- 
on of his Creatures? And what more effectual Method 
could he take for this end, than to guard his Laws 
from being diſobey'd, by the higheſt Threats imagina- 
ble? for if it's impoſſible to be haypy without Obedi- 
ence, and even the Fears of eternal death, will 
not prevail upon ſome to be ſo; How much leſs would 
Threats of a lower Nature have done? ſo that indeed 
what ſome might account Mercy, would in this Caſe 
be the greateſt Cruelty ; and that which may ſeem to 
carry along with it the higheſt ſeverity, is really the 
effects of God's great tenderbeſs and care for our wel- 
fare. So that the threatning and puniſhing of ſin with 
eternal death, inſtead of claſhing with the Notions 
we have of the houndleſs goodneſs of God, does high- 
ly magnific and proclaim it to the World. 
© Some indeed may indulge themſelves with the 
thoughts, that tho God has threatned Eternal Puniſh- 


_ ments; yet the Right of inflicting them being in his 


own Hands, his Love and Mercy to his Creatures, will 
incline him to ſhorten their Miſery ; but ſuch an Opini- 
on is utterly groundleſs; it's contrary to the eſtabliſh'd 
Laws of Nature, the Reaſons of things, and Divine 
Revelation. Beſides, if we don't believe that God is in 
good carneſt, but perſwade our ſelves that tho he 
Fas threatned, yet he does not intend to put His Puniſh- 
ments in execution to the uttermoſt; the Conſequence 
will be, that they will ſignifie nothing, and the great 


end of divine ſanctions will be entirely fruſtrated. 


Thus it appears, that the threatning and inflictirly of 
| | E W 
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Eternal Death as the Wages of fin, does not refle&; 
either upon the juſtice or goodneſs of God. 

Since therefore the Souls of Men are allow'd to be 
Immortal, and conſequently a ſubje& capable and fir- 
ted for eternal Rewards and Puniſhments; and God 
has threaned Eternal Puniſhments, as well as promi- 
ſed Eternal Rewards; and his Mercy and Juſtice are 
concern'd to perform the one, as well as the other ; 
What can we infer ftom hence, but that thoſe who 
endeavour to mitigate God's Threatnings, do What 
they can to diſcharge Men from all Obligations to Di- 
vine and Human Laws? For, take off once the Fears of 
Eternal Puniſhments from the Minds of Men, and the 
Laws of God would have but little Influence, and as 
little, thoſe of Men: For Temporal Death (the high- 
eſt Puniſhmetit Human Authority can invent) witi- 
out the awaken d Sence of an after- eternal one, cant re- 
ſtrain the exorbitant Luſts and Paſſions of Men. Re- 
ligion, is therefore the firmeſt Foundation for Civil 

vernment; and the Church the beſt Security for the 
State; and thoſe who enervate the fanCtions of Divine 
Laws, are the Inſtruments of Annarchy and Confufi- 
on in the World. The Miniſters therefore of Chriſt's 
Kingdom ſhould zcalouſly defend the Immortal Nature 
of Mens Souls, and preſs home upon their Minds that 
Eternal Puniſhment they are by God and Nature fitted 
to undergo, ee ſuffer, if they die under 
the Power of Sin; and by this means, keep up a lively 
ſenſe of the ſanctions of God's Laws, to reſtrain Men 
from thoſe Sins which would be fatal to Human Socie- 
ty here, and deſtructive to our Soul hereafter. 

Let us conſider then, into what a Labyrinth of Mi- 
ſery Sin brings us; that it debaſes our Heaven - born 
Souls, and finks them even to the Brutiſh State; that 
it ſeparatesus from God, who is our Life, and the Fulneſs 


of all Happineſs, and forces us to feed with Swine, 


pon dry unſavoury Husks, and that when it has tortu- 
d us with all the Diſappointments and Miſery <_ 
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Natures are capable of here, it pays us our Wages wit li 
Eternal Death, the Epitome of all that's terrible to 
Nature, the very Quinteſſence of Diſtraction, De- 
ſpair and Torment to endleſs Ages hereaſter. 5 
Let us frequently conſider theſe Things, and its mo- 
rally impoſſible but that this muſt prevail upon Men 
to hate Sin, and ſhun thoſe Temptations which are in- 
ſnaring us into Eternal Death; for I am perſwaded no 
Man can be ſo mad, and ſo much in love with Death, 
as to hugg his Sins, and ſtudy for Excuſes to palliate 
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em to his own Mind, when at the ſame time, he be- 


hueld Eternal Death following at the Heels of em, and 
moving towards him, as the Wages of all his Follies 
* 

Let therefore this Death, this Eternal Death be al- 
ways before our Eyes, to over- awe us in all our Acti- 
ons, and to keep us conſtant to our Duty; by which 
Means, we ſhall not only be ſecur'd from Eternal Death, 
the miſerable Wages of Sin, but alſo Entitiled to Eter- 
nal Life, which is the Gift of God, thro' Feſus Chriſt 
our Lord: To whom with the Father, and the Holy Gho#t, 
. Three Perſons and One Eternal God, be aſerib'd, as is moſt 


due, all Power and Glory, Thankſgiving and Praiſe, both 


now and for ever. Amen. 


4 0C 58 


. 
. 


